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Abstract

The dissertation is divided into two parts of equal length. The first part
provides a chronological survey of the development of the NSDAP during the
Weimar era. The framework of the investigation covers the slow spread of
the movement in the 1920s, the breakthrough of the NSDAP between 1929
and 1930, its subsequent development as mass party and the Nazis' seizure of
power in March 1933. Central aspects of the discussion are the origins of the
Nazi activists, their unifying experiences, the development of the NSDAP's
organisation, strategy and propaganda, its special features and limitations,
the Nazis' relation with other groups in society, and finally, sociological,
political and economic features of Saxon society.

The second part of the dissertation consists of three equally long thematic
chapters which look at the rise of the Saxon NSDAP from different angles.
All chapters deal with the divisions, contradictions and problems which
Saxon society was facing because of the process of modernization and how
this produced opportunities and limits for the Nazis. The discussion about the
rise of the Nazis in the working-class milieu of Saxony shows how the
NSDAP's ability to attract working-class support depended on how
successfully the SPD and KPD warded off Nazi infiltration in their traditional
constituencies. The chapter about the rise of the Nazis in the nationalist
milieu investigates the nationalist and right-wing bourgeois culture - i.e. its
clubs, organisations, celebrations, press and parties - its relationship with
the Nazi movement, and its increasing shift towards the right in the final
years of the Republic. Lastly, the chapter about the economic crisis and the
effects of the Nazis' propaganda machine in the Saxon district of
Schwarzenberg - a Nazi stronghold - exemplifies the importance of
propaganda for the NSDAP's electoral success and looks at the importance of
economic misery for driving the masses into the NSDAP.
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Administrative Structure of Saxony at the End of the Weimar Republic
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(i) Current research and the main concerns of this dissertation
The amount of literature on the Weimar Republic - especially its
final years - is mountainous. Generations of histori ins have tried to
explain how the collapse of the Republic and Hitler's rise to power
was possible.! This dissertation investigates the rise of the Nazi
Party in Saxony between 1921 and 1933. "Another local study
about the NSDAP?", one might wearily ask, after enormous
quantities of similar studies seem to have established how the
Nazis managed to become a mass movement in nearly every region,
town and even tiny village in Germany.2 However, there are
several important reasons for this project.

First, as a recent conference about the Nazi Party at the local level
showed: "Our knowledge about the NSDAP at the local level is still
very limited ... there is a need for a new approach in the field. Most
traditional studies concentrated too much on the NSDAP while they
neglected the society in which the Nazis were able to thrive, i.e.
they included too little social history."3 This study looks at both, the

1 See especially K. D. Bracher, Die Auflésung der Weimarer Republik (1984,
fiinfte Auflage, zweiter Nachdruck, Diisseldorf); E. Kolb, The Weimar
Republic (London, 1988); D. J. K. Peukert, Die Weimarer Republik.
Krisenjahre der klassischen Moderne (Frankfurt, 1987); H. Mommsen, Die
Verpielte Freiheit. Der Weg der Republik von Weimar in den Untergang 1918
bis 1933 (Frankfurt, Berlin, 1990); H. A. Winkler, Weimar 1918-1933. Die
Geschichte der ersten deutschen Demokratie (Miinchen, 1993).

2 The best ones are J. Noakes, The Nazi Party in Lower Saxony 1921-1933
(London, 1971); W. S. Allen, The Nazi Seizure of Power (2nd ed., London,
1984); G. Pridham, Hitler's Rise to Power. The Nazi Movement in Bavaria
(London, 1973).

3cc.ow. Szejnmann, 'Conference Report. Nationalsozialismus und Region.
An International Symposium organized by the Institut fiir Bayerische
Geschichte and the Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte from 26 to 28 October 1993 in
the Institut fiir Zeitgeschichte in Munich', German History, 12 (3) (1994), p.
398. Recent admirable exceptions are K. Tenfelde, Proletarische Provinz.
Radikalisierung und Widerstand in Penzberg/Oberbayern 1900-1945
(Minchen, 1982); R. Koshar, Social Life, Local Politics, and Nazism. Marburg,
1880-1935 (Chapel Hill, London, 1986); C. Rauh-Kiihne, Katholisches Milieu
und Kleinstadtgesellschaft. Ettlingen 1918-1939 (Sigmaringen, 1991).

12



local Nazi movement and Saxon society, in order to explain the rise
of the Nazi Party in the state.

Furthermore, little research has been conducted on the Nazi Party
in Saxony. There exists only two publications about the NSDAP in
Saxony between 1919 and 1945. The former East German
historians Werner Bramke covers in less than twelve pages 'Saxony
under the fascist dictatorship between 1933 until 1939'4, and Josef
Reinhold investigates in eight pages the role the local Nazis played
in the elections to the agricultural chamber in Saxony in. 19315,
Two diploma works cover additional ground.® This is unsatisfactory
as Saxony was not only the Nazi Gau with by far the highest
population and most NSDAP members of all Gaue, but also one of
the earliest strongholds of the movement and crucial for the rise of
the party on the Reich level in 1930. Additionally, the south-
western part of the state remained one of the gréatest NSDAP
bastions until the Nazi 'seizure of power".

As Marxist historians largely omitted the phenomenon of National
Socialism, hardly any local studies exist about this aspect in the

region that was formerly East Germany.?7 More generally, little

4w, Bramke, 'Vom Freistaat zum Gau. Sachsen unter der faschistischen
Diktatur 1933 bis 1939', Zeitschrift fiir Geschichtswissenschaft, 31 (1983), pp.
1067-1078.

5 J. Reinhold, 'Die NSDAP und die Wahl zur Landwirtschaftskammer 1931 im
Freistaat Sachsen', Geschichte und Gegenwart, 9 (3) (1990), pp. 188-196.

6 H. Stoschek, 'Die Entwicklung der militaristisch-faschistischen Bewegung
in Sachsen in den Jahren 1919 bis 1925 unter besonderer Beriicksichtigung
der NSDAP' (Diplomarbeit Potsdam, 1967); T. Mai, 'Der faschistische
sdchsische Gauleiter Martin Mutschmann, die Entwicklung des Gaues
Sachsen und der NSDAP' (Diplomarbeit Jena, 1984). Both works were written
from a dogmatic Marxist viewpoint.

7 J. H. Grill, 'Local and Regional Studies on National Socialism: A Review",
Journal of Contemporary History, 21 (2) (1986), p. 264. Recently, however,
see K. Urbschat 'Mecklenburg-Schwerin in den letzten Jahren der Weimarer
Republik’, in F. Bajohr (Hrsg.), Norddeutschland im Nationalsozialismus
(Hamburg, 1993), pp. 83-98; U. Schroder 'Zur Entwicklung der Hitlerbewe-
gung in Pommern (1922-1929)', Jahrbuch fiir die Geschichte Mittel- und
Ostdeutschlands, 41 (1993), pp. 197-216.

13



research of the region exists so far by western historians8, who
faced great problems of access to archival sources in the former
GDRY, until the fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989 made
unrestricted research possible.

Lastly, no decent general surveys or specific accounts of Saxony
exist during the Weimar Republic and especially during the time of
the world economic crisis.10 This is unsatisfying as Saxony was an
important state in the Reich and some unique features make it a
particularly interesting province to study. It was the most
industrialised and urbanised province in Germany and was hit
harder by the economic depression than any other region.

A political and economic survey of Saxony at the end of the
introductory chapter gives a background of Saxony's development
during the Weimar era. The dissertation itself is divided into two
parts of equal length. The first part provides a chronological survey
of the development of the NSDAP during the Weimar era. The
framework of the investigation covers the slow spread of the
movement in the 1920s, the breakthrough of the NSDAP between
1929 and 1930, its subsequent development as mass party and the
Nazis' seizure of power in March 1933. Central aspects of the
discussion are the origins of the Nazi activists, their unifying
experiences, the development of the NSDAP's organisation, strategy

and propaganda, its special features and limitations, the Nazis'

8 Exceptions are D. R. Tracey, 'The Development of the National Socialist
Party in Thuringia, 1924-1930', Central Furopean History , 8 (1) (1975), pp.
23-50; and R. Bessel, Political Violence and the rise of Nazism. The Storm
Troopers in Eastern Germany 1925-1934 (New Haven, London, 1984).

9 1. Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship (London, 1985), p. 149.

10 Unfortunately the useful contemporary study by Fabian does not cover
the final years of the Republic. See W. Fabian, Klassenkampf um Sachsen.
Ein Stiick Geschichte 1918-1930 (Lobau, 1930).

14



relation with other groups in society, and finally, sociological,
political and economic features of Saxon society.

The second part of the dissertation consists of three equally long
thematic chapters which look at the rise of the Saxon NSDAP from
different angles. All chapters deal with the divisions, contradictions
and problems which Saxon society was facing because of the
process of modernization and how this produced opportunities and
constraints for the Nazis. ’

The first two chapters about the 'working-class' milieu and
'nationalist’ milieu of Saxony embark on a new approach in trying
to understand the course of recent German history. Since the mid
1980s a group of historians have concentrated on looking at the
extreme division of German society into different groups, classes,
surroundings, and traditions.!! They put emphasis on the divisions
in German society in trying to explain the collapse of democracy
and the rise of the Nazis in Weimar Germany. Economic problems,
strains due to a process of modernization and tensions of
identification, intensified these divisions during the 1920s. When
the Great Depression was showing its disastrous effects, there
developed a great desire among large segments of the population to
finally overcome these divisions and to form a unified nation which
was able to overcome the massive problems, in finding a way out

and creating a new beginning. The Nazis offered this vision.12

11 gee especially D. Lehnert and K. Mengerle (Hrsg.), Politische Identitit und
nationale Gedenktage. Zur politischen Kultur in der Weimarer Republik
(Opladen, 1989); ibid., Politische Teilkulturen zwischen Integration und
Polarisierung. Zur politischen Kultur in der Weimarer Republik (Opladen,
1990); Kiihne, Ettlingen; see also W. L. Guttsman, Workers' Culture in Weimar
Germany. Between Tradition and Commitment (Oxford, 1990); L. E. Jones and
J. Retallack (eds.), Elections, Mass Politics, and Social Change in Modern
Germany. New Perspectives (Washington, 1992).

12 Lehnert/Mengerle, Gedenktage, pp. 9-22.
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The two chapters investigate the socialist/democratic and
nationalist/authoritarian milieus which were facing each other with
increasing bitterness and hatred. The discussion about the rise of
the Nazis in the working-class milieu of Saxony looks at the
NSDAP's ability to become a mass party in an area with an
exceptionally large industrial working-class. The chapter about the
‘rise of the Nazis in the nationalist milieu investigates the
nationalist and right-wing bourgeois culture - i.e. its clubs,
organisations, celebrations, press and parties - its relationship with
the Nazi movement, and its increasing shift to the right in the final
years of the Republic.

Finally, the last chapter looks at the role of the economic crisis and
Nazi propaganda in the rise of the Saxon Nazi movement. There are
still enormous gaps in our knowledge about Nazi propaganda and
its significance for explaining Nazi success at the polling stations.
Although the Great Depression from the late 1920s onwards had
probably the greatest negative impact of all those problems facing
German citizens at the time, no local survey on the Nazi Party looks
at this aspect in any depth. Saxony provides the perfect
requirements for such an investigation as it was hit harder by the
world economic depression than any other region in Germany.
Throughout this investigation we draw comparisons with the
simultaneous development of Nazi movements in other regions in
Germany; this is done to understand both the similarities and the
peculiarities of the Nazi movement in Saxony with other areas. Was
it more 'left' or 'socialist' in its appeal and practice than elsewhere?
How did the Nazis adapt to the background of a traditional

working-class milieu? What were the distinctive features of Saxon

16



Nazis? To what extent did their background, ideas and methods
compare against their party colleagues in other regions?

(ii) Political survey of Saxony during the Weimar Republic
Located in the middle-eastern corner of Germany, Saxony was the
fifth largest German province. Its landscape is flat and plain in the
north, and hilly with some deep valleys in the south, where it
borders Czechoslovakia. Its capital Dresden, with 619,157
inhabitants, was the seat of parliament and administration. The
other sizeable cities included Leipzig, the largest with 679,159
inhabitants, Chemnitz (333,851), Plauen (111,436), Zwickau
(80,358), and Bautzen (40,335). Saxony was divided into five
administrative regions, the Kreishauptmannschaften (KH)!3 (see
the map in Appendix 1). Each KH itself was further divided into
smaller units: twenty-eight Amtshauptmannschaften (AH) and
twenty-one free towns. The creation of the federal Weimar
Republic and Saxony's constitution in November 1920 ensured the
status of Freistaat (free state) with powers over police, education,
religion and internal administration.14

Saxony underwent a similarly uneasy political development as the
rest of the Republic. First, there was the dominance of the Social
Democrats, the introduction of reforms, and the hope of many for a
better future. However, disappointment with the realities of the
new Republic quickly set in, the resurgence of the right took place,

and reforms were replaced with more conservative legislation. And

13 KH Bautzen (461,115 inhabitants), KH Chemnitz (976,079), KH Dresden
(1,393,026), KH Leipzig (1,307,312), KH Zwickau (854,784). The KHs Dresden
and Bautzen merged to one KH at the end of the Weimar era.

14 The Republic kept the powers over foreign affairs, jurisprudence, post,
finances and the military.
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finally, the conjuncture of many crises from the late 1920 onwards
led to an ever increasing polarization of the political parties and to
a political stalemate, which crippled the work of the state
parliament. The rapid rise of the local Nazis, who seemed to
promise an alternative to the seemingly exhausted political system,
took place against this background. However, in the political as well
as economic sphere, Saxony's difficulties seemed more extreme and
critical in many respects than on the national level.

The most typical feature of Saxony politically during the Weimar
Republic was the strong tensions between the organised working-
class movement on the left and the bourgeois-conservative groups
on the right. The polarization was enhanced by the lack of a
moderating middle in the political spectrum. The Centre Party,
which played such a decisive role in the political middle in other
provincial parliaments, was only a negligible force in Saxon
politics.13

It is possible to divide the political development in Saxony into
three distinct phases during the Weimar Republic. The first was
dominated by the SPD and lasted from the end of 1918 until
October 1923. After the SPD lost its absolute majority in the state
parliament in November 1920, its minority government was
tolerated by the KPD until the end of 1923. This enabled the SPD to
introduce a major programme of progressive social and legislative

reform,16 which caused enormous resentment amongst those on the

15 The Centre Party was only able to win one single seat in the state
parliament during the Weimar Republic (November 1920). The main reason
for this was, that only 3.6 per cent of the Saxon's were Catholic and 90 per
cent of the population were Protestants (St/bSa, (1924/1926), pp. 48-49).

16 There were the introduction of the eight-hour working day and
unemployment benefit, and the passing of a written constitution. Important
reforms took place in the municipal code, education, abortion, and an

18



middle and right. Additionally, the left wing of the SPD gained
more and more influence in the cabinet during these years.i7 Erich
Zeigner, a left-wing Social Democrat, became Prime Minister in
April 1923, and between the 10 and 29 October thé KPD joined a
coalition government with the SPD. This coalition abruptly came to
an end when the Reichswehr followed orders from Berlin and
removed the government from office on 29 October 1923.18

The second phase was dominated by coalition governments
stretching from right-wing Social Democrats to members of the
DVP, and at the end also the DNVP. From early 1924 until mid-
1930, the governments in Dresden increasingly drifted to the right
and replaced most reforms which had been introduced by the SPD
piece by piece with conservative legislation. Although the parties
on the left - SPD and KPD - together never received less than 46.6
per cent of the vote in the three provincial elections after 1922,
they were not involved in the decision-making process in Dresden
until the end of the Weimar era. Moreover, after the SPD-KPD
coalition government had been brought to collapse by force in
November 1923, an increasingly hostile relationship developed
between both Marxist parties. ’
The third phase saw the breakdown of effective parliamentary
government in Saxony. The polarization of the parliament had
created a deadlock between left and right and parliamentary and

attempt was made to democratise the civil service and to encourage a more
progressive looking judiciary (Fabian, Klassenkampf, chaps. 4-6).

17 Saxony was the greatest stronghold of the USPD. After the USPD re-
merged with the SPD in September 1922, Saxony became the most important
centre of the left-wing within the party.

18 For the Reichsexekution against Saxony see D. B. Pryce, 'The Reich
Government versus Saxony, 1923: The Decision to Intervene', Central
European History, 10 (2) (1977), pp. 112-147; H. A. Winkler, Von der
Revolution zur Stabilisierung. Arbeiter und Arbeiterbewegung in der
Weimarer Republik 1918 bis 1924 (Berlin/Bonn, 1985), pp. 655-660, 665-669.
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Saxony's scarce endowment of natural resources33 and the
comparatively small number of big companies with a strong
capital base. Saxony produced mainly manufactured gcods
(Fertigwaren) and few raw or half-manufactured goods. The
manufactured goods industries had to import raw materials and
exported not only to other regions in Germany, but to the whole
world. More than any region in Germany, Saxony depended on
export and the world market.34 Typical for Saxony was the great
variety of her products, which was reflected in the dominance of
small-scale and medium-scale industries.

Saxony never really experienced a long period of economic stability
during the fourteen years of the Republic and after 1929 entered a
crisis more severe than in any other region of Germany.
Particularly harmful for Saxony's economic development proved to
be the great influence of the consumer goods industries and their
dependence on the import of raw materials and the export of
manufactured goods. Other negative aspects included
comparatively high freight costs, the fact that wages in Saxony rose
above the German average between 1913 and 192935, increased
competition in foreign markets as a result of the First World War36,

and growing economic protectionism in world trade37.

33 Saxony had few natural resources, with the exception of a large lignite
field in the north-west, a little coal field in the south-west, granite in the
south-east, and china-clay around MeifRen and Oschatz.

34 Saxony exported about 40 per cent of all her produced goods in 1931
(Bramstedt, 'Krisis’, p. 13). Riidiger estimates that Saxony accounted for about
28-30 per cent of all exports from Germany to the USA, and for 60 per cent of
all textile exports (B. Riidiger, 'Freistaat in der Weimarer Republik (1918-
1933)', in K. Czok (Hrsg.), Geschichte Sachsens (Weimar, 1989), p. 449).

35 The employers argued that this destroyed her competitiveness. However,
wages dropped below average again after 1929 (Bramstedt, 'Krisis', pp. 30-
40).

36 Unfortunately for Saxony the 'industrialising countries' were catching
up especially in the consumer goods industries. Germany's export of
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The kind of problems industry in the region faced during the
Weimar era revealed a deep-seated structural crisis of the Saxon
economy and made it more susceptible to economic vicissitudes
than most other regions. It took her a long time to overcome the
economic crisis of the first half of the 1920s, its industries
'flourished’ favourably only for a short time from 1927 onwards,
and finally, Saxony's economy reacted more dramatically than any
other region when the world economic crisis set in at the end of the
1920s.38 Contemporaries nicknamed Saxony "storm-centre of the
trade cycle" ('Wetterwinkel der Konjunktur'). Werner concluded
that Saxony was more sensitive to the trade cycle than any other
industrial region of Germany39, and Bramstedt assessed that
Saxony suffered most in the Great Depression40,

The condition of its industries was good in 1927. But Saxony
belonged to those regions in Germany where a slow downturn of
the trade cycle in some sectors of industry from spring 1928
already augured a new recession. The KH Leipzig analysed this
economic development in 1928: "The very good situation of the
economy in 1927 already showed the first signs of a slow decline
at the beginning of 1928, which continued in the industries until
the end of the year."4! In winter 1928/29 the situation worsened.

consumer goods in comparison to the producer goods decreased continuously
during the Weimar Republic.

7 Saxony managed to make good most of the lost markets in the East by
exporting more to the West after the First World War. This new market,
however, was increasingly closed due to protectionism after 1929 (Bramstedt,
'Krisis', pp. 20-23).

8 Also see K. Werner, Die deutschen Wirtschaftsgebiete in der Krise.
Statistische Studie zur regional vergleichenden Konjunkturbetrachtung
(Jena, 1932), pp. 28-29.

9 Werner, Wirtschaftsgebiete, p. 27.

40 Bramstedt, 'Krisis’, p. 4.
41 STA L, AH Débeln, Nr. 2409, Jahresbericht der KH Leipzig 1928, p. 3.
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Then, in the middle of 1929 the number of unemployed, shut-
downs and bankruptcies in Saxony rose at an unprecedented speed,
high above the average in Germany. The KH Leipzig recorded: "The
slow decline for industry, trade and business, which had already
started in 1928, continued without interruption ... and worsened to
a crisis at the end of the year (1929) ... Shut-downs, unemployment
"and short-time work exemplify the catastrophic situation of the
economy at the end of the year."42

At that time, production and employment suddenly collapsed in
Saxony unlike anywhere else in Germany. This was closely
connected with the loss of overseas markets and the breakdown
of world trade, from which Saxony suffered with particular
severity. Saxony's textile exports dropped by 56.1 per cent and
that of textile machines by 83 per cent to the USA between 1929
and 1932.43 The region was additionally hit by the curtailment of
foreign investment and the withdrawal of short-term loans. This
was a hard blow for Saxony due to the general capital shortage.44
Schifer drew a picture of an old industry which had problems of
adapting to new, modern forms of production, finance, and
management.45 The number of bankruptcies per capita in Saxony
was also higher than in any other region in Germany during the

Great Depression.46 Between 7.6 per cent of all independent people

42 1bid., Jahresbericht der KH Leipzig 1929, p. 4.

43 H. Schwarzbach, 'Die Differenzen zwischen dem Verband Sichsischer
Industrieller und dem Reichsverband der Deutschen Industrie 1931',
Jahrbuch fiir Wirtschaftsgeschichte, 12 (3) (1971), p. 81.

44 There were no big banks and only few large companies in Saxony. Many
experts regarded the capital shortage of its industry as one of the main
reasons for the severity of the crisis in Saxony.

45 schafer, 'Arbeitslosigkeit’, p. 462.

46 see H. Adler, 'Die Wirtschaftskrise im Spiegel der siachsischen Konkurs-
statistik', ZS4StlA,(1932/33), p. 310.
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working in agriculture, industry and trade went bankrupt in 1930,
whereas the figure for the Reich was only 3 per cent.47

The figure best expressing the dramatic economic crisis which
unfolded in Saxony was the rapid rise in the rate of
unemployment48 (see Figure 2 below). Whereas Saxony still had
the lowest unemployment rates of any region in Germany in 1927,
it exceeded all other regions by the middle of 1929 and remained
the highest until 1937.49 There were about 690,000 registered
unemployed in Saxony in the middle of 1932, which was 13 per
cent of the total unemployed in Germany. Saxony's four large cities

had some of the highest unemployment rates amongst cities with a
population greater than 100,000 in the Republic.50

The distinct features of the economic crisis in Saxony were the -
enormous speed with which it unfolded and the scale of its impact.
The worst hit industries had shown unemployment rates which
were far below average in Germany up to the middle of 1929.51
The first major sector hit was the metal industry. Up to this time it
had one of the lowest unemployment rates in Germany, but this
rose far above all others in the following months. The situation in

the textile industry was similarly unstable, with unemployment

47 Of all regions in Germany only the city of Libeck had a higher figure
with 9.6 per cent (Burkhardt, 'Sonderstellung’, p. 78).
48 All figures used below are 'official' unemployment figures of the
registered unemployed. The 'real’ figures, including the unemployed who
were not registered, was between 4 and 6 per cent higher (J. Falter and T.
Lindenberger and S. Schumann (Hrsg.), Wahlen und Abstimmungen in der
Weimarer Republik (Miinchen, 1986), p. 38).
49 Bramstedt, 'Krisis', p. 7; W. Bramke, 'Sachsen unter der faschistischen
Diktatur (1933-1945)', Sdchsische Heimatblitter, 30 (4) (1984), p. 161.
50 In December 1931 Chemnitz and Plauen ranked first and second with
unemployment rates of 15.9 and 15.7 per cent. Dresden and Leipzig ranked
fifth and twelfth with respective rates of 14.1 and 13.6 per cent (St/bDR,
(1932), p. 303).

1 For this discussion see Bramstedt, 'Krisis', pp. 52, 58.
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rising rapidly at the end of 1929. The building industry in Saxony
was still booming and had the lowest unemployment rate in

Figure 2: Registered unemployed in Saxony and the Reich
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10 4

1928 ] F M A M
Reich 99 95 83 68 6.2

J
. 6 57 S7 57 64 87 125
Saxony 83 81 70 62 54 5.
J
7
8

50 51 51 59 7.7 123
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1929 ] F M A M
Reich 150 162 133 95 7.7
Saxony 14.2 155 13.2 102 8.7

J A S O N D
2 70 71 73 84 109 150
3 87 93 96 109 133 183

1930 ] F M A M ] J A S o) N D
Reich 169 17.7 160 147 140 140 146 152 159 172 195 230
Saxony 20.2 214 206 202 198 20.1 210 222 225 233 255 293

1931 ] F M A M ] J A S o) N D
Reich  25.7 262 251 232 216 212 213 224 231 245 267 29.8
Saxony 313 314 302 293 278 272 270 284 294 308 324 359

1932 ] F M A M ] J A
Reich 317 32.2 318 303 295 29.1 28.7 279
Saxony 38.1 385 385 380 376 369 366 364

Source: P. Bramsted, 'Die Krisis der sidchsischen Industriewirtschaft',
Veroffentlichung des Verbandes Sichsischer Industrieller, (67) (1932), p. 47.
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Germany in 1928. In 1929 construction started to contract and
nearly collapsed in 1930. No sector suffered a greater increase in
unemployment.

The strong dependence of Saxony on the world market became
evident again in 1931. In the first half of 1931 there was some
recovery mainly due to the demand for consumer goods (the textile
industry in particular profited from this). However, Saxony was hit
severely when Britain left the Gold Standard in September 1931
(the 'foundation' on which world trade had rested), whén short
term loans were withdrawn, and most countries closed their
domestic markets to foreign goods. Its metal industry and
subsequently its textile industry collapsed, showing the highest
rates of unemployment in Germany.52

The severity of the crisis and its repercussions for the people of
Saxony become evident by looking at vital statistiész In Saxony
fewer live births occurred than in any other province in 1929.53
Saxony had the second highest male suicide rate in Germany354 and
was the only one of the large provinces where comparatively fewer

people married in 1931 than in 1913.55

52 1bid., pp. 21-27.
53 For 1,000 citizens 15.9 living babies were born. In the Reich 17,9 per cent
(StUbDR, (1931)).

4 In 1929, 5.8 men committed suicide out of 10,000. In the Reich the figure
was 3.8 (ibid.).
53 Burkhardt, 'Die bevolkerungspolitische Lage in Sachsen Ende 1932,
ZS4StLA, (1932/33), p. 301.
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Part I: Chronology:

The Nazi Party in Saxony between 1920 and 1933
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2. From the founding of the NSDAP to the first party ban
in Saxony (January 1919-December 1922)

(i) Munich/Bavaria

After the German Workers' Party (DAP) was founded by Anton
Drexler and Karl Harrer in Munich in January 1919, Adolf Hitler
joined the party in September 1919 and quickly became both chief
of propaganda and a member of the executive committee. The
party was renamed the 'National Socialist Workers' Party' (NSDAP)
in February 1920. The NSDAP, whose party membership had risen
from 1,100 in June 1920 to 3,300 in August 1921, was competing
for support among the far right together with similar groups.
Stachura argued that the "oratorical and propagandistic skills of
Hitler eventually allowed the NSDAP to make something of a minor
breakthrough in terms of public recognition, if mainly on account of
his anti-Semitism which was vehement even by Munich
standards."S6 After a leadership dispute Hitler took over the control
of the party in July 1921. Until the end of 1921 the activities of the
NSDAP were limited mainly to Bavaria. In mid-September 1921
Hitler's first circular letter, whose aim it was to establish control
over local branches outside Munich, was met with considerable
passive resistance. In a national party conference in January 1922
Hitler gathered the leaders of the provincial local branches and
postulated the need for a "ruthless, tight organisation."57 This was
Hitler's first attempt to bind all party leaders to himself. A massive
vote of confidence at the conference then started the slow

development of Hitler's complete, personalized control over the

56 p. D. Stachura, 'The Political Strategy of the Nazi Party, 1919-1933', German
Studies Review, 3 (2) (1980), pp. 263-264.

57 Noakes, Lower Saxony, p. 26.

33



party and the establishment of an efficient and centralized party

machine.

(ii) The origins of the NSDAP in Saxony: anti-Semitism and
volkisch movements

How did the Nazi movement spread to Saxony? Who were its early
“activists and supporters? And what were their goals? The
beginning of the Nazi movement in Saxony was similar to other
parts of Germany.>8 The first activists and sympathisers of the
NSDAP were radical anti-Semites and nationalists, strong opponents
of the newly created Republic, and members of vélkisch groups or
paramilitary formations (Wehrverbédnde). Most founding members
of the earliest Saxon NSDAP branches came from paramilitary
formations (see Table 1 below). War veterans too, played a crucial
role in the formation, and development of the Nazi Party in
Saxony.>?

The activities of members of paramilitary formations and war
veterans were often synonymous with the volkisch movement.
Volkisch groups were offsprings of extreme anti-Semitic and
nationalist organisations which had already existed before 1914
and were organised shortly after the First World War. In Saxony, as

in other parts in Germany, they were the most important

58 see especially Noakes, Lower Saxony; D. Orlow, The History of the Nazi
Party, Vol. 1: 1919-1933 (Pittsburgh, Pa, 1969); Tracey, 'Thuringia'; W.
Bohnke, Die NSDAP im Ruhrgebiet (Bonn-Bad Godesberg, 1974); G. Paul, Die
NSDAP des Saargebietes 1920-1935. Der Verspdtete Aufstieg der NSDAP in der
katholisch-proletarischen Provinz (Saarbriicken, 1987).

59 Table: The percentage of war veterans in the Saxon NSDAP:

before 15.9.1930- after
14.9.1930 30.1.1933 30.1.1933 1935
members 11,383 75,896 147,602 234,681

war veterans 3,997 (35.1%) 24,851 (32.7%) 65,390 (44.3%) 94,238 (40.1%)
Source: NSDAP Parteistatistik 1935,
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Table 1: Selected branches of the NSDAP in Saxony: background and
membership size

place/ background unifying experience number

founded

Zwickaul DVSTB, Bund Esser and Hitler in Zwickau 1922, 2/1922:57 (34

11.10.1921 nationalgesinnter =~ Marxist terror and imprisonment  SA), 4/1923:
Soldaten 1922-23, DT in Coburg 1922, party 200, 12/1930:

meeting in M/1. Sturmfahne 1923 400

DTf in M 1923, DT in Hof 1923
Chemnitzl DVSTB, Reichsham- DT in Weimar 1920, DT in 4/1923: 200,
21.02.1922 merbund, Tumverein Detmold, room-brawl 1923, party 4/1929: 300

Jahn, anti-Semites meeting in M 1923, DT in Hof 1923,

Brawl at Goebbel meeting 1925,

Hitler visits in Chemnitz
Markneu- Orgesch, Brigade Terror by Holz, DT in Coburg 1922, 4/1923: 90

kirchen!l Erhardt party meeting in M/1. Sturmfahne,
16.03.1922 DT in Hof 1923, room-brawl in
Oelsnitz 1924
Plauen DVSTB Party meeting in Munich 1923, 4/1923: 400
21.05.1922 DT in Hof 1923
Freiberg1 Ex-service men, Party meeting in M 1923, Ver- 4/1923: 21,
20.11.1922 nationalists botszeit, party meeting in Weimar 1927: 16 SA
1926, Hitler in Freiberg 1930
Leipzig Eiserne Schar, Police surveillance, Marxist 4/1923: 145
22.11.1922 Deutschnationaler terror, DT in Hof 1923, Hitler (20SA), 1925:
Jugendbund, Orga- speech 1926, party meeting in 30, 1926: 50
nisation Consul, Weimar 1926

DsP, Stahlhelm (SA)
Colditz Wehrwolf, Bund DT in Halle, Hitler speech 1926,
27.12.1922 Sachsen im Reich, Nazi sport meeting 1926
anti-Semites,

nationalists
Auel anti-Marxists DTf in Munich 1923, DT in Hof 1923
1923 hand-shake with Hitler, brawls 1930
Werdaul ‘citizen's leagues', Marxist terror (searched & beaten 3/1923: 22
21.03.1923 Stahlhelm up), comradeship, DT in Hof 1923 1926: 8 SS
Schwarzenberg Feder speech in Schwarzenberg 3/1924: 8,
25.03.1924 1924 1925: 50 SA
Limbach DtsP, Wehrwolf DTf in Munich 1923, brawl at DT 1925: 17
1925 1925, Hitler speech 1926, party

meeting in Weimar 1926
Annaberg Orgesch, Wehrwolf, DTf in Munich 1923, Marxist ter- 1925: 25, 1927:
01.03.1925 Briider von Stein ror, hardships, comradeship, links 75 (32 SA),

‘to Hof 1930: 545,
1932: 1750
Bautzen Wehrwolf, Wiking Brawls, Marxist terror, 1924: 18, 1927:
02.06.1925 Bund, anti-Semites comradeship 45 SA in Ober-
Crimmit- Wehrwolf Marxist terror, Brawls 1929/30 lausitz
schaul
12.8.1927

1: founded with the help from Tittmann (Zwickau); DT: Deutscher Tag, DTf: Deutsches
Turnfest; M: Munich
Source: Histories of local NSDAP branches, BA DH, newspaper articles.
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supporters for the early Nazi movement. Anti-Semitism was a
widespread and established phenomenon in Saxony. Retallack calls
Saxony the "c:adle" of "political anti-Semitism".60 The first
International Anti-Jewish Congress was held in Dresden in 1882
and subsequently anti-Semitic associations sprang up quickly in
Saxony, counting 136 in 1890.61 Anti-Semitic candidates, who were
challenging the traditional 'politics of notables' (Honoratioren-
politik), received 15.9 per cent of the vote in Saxony in the June
1893 Reichstag elections.®2 This was remarkable as Jews only
accounted for 0.27 per cent of the total population of the Kingdom
of Saxony and mainly lived in a few large cities. Levy argued
"neither the number, character, nor economic power of Saxony's
Jewish inhabitants offered a convincing explanation of why the
parliamentary anti-Semites had scored such a decisive victory
there."63 In addition to the political and populist anti-Semitism of
the German Reformers and Socials, there was also the presence of a
more deep-seated and ideological anti-Semitism in Saxony. The

Pan-German League, founded in 1891, propagated extreme anti-

60 See J. Retallack, 'Antisocialism and Electoral Politics in Regional Perspec-
tive: The Kingdom of Saxony', in Jones/Retallack, New Perspectives, p. 50.

61 Retallack, 'Antisocialism’, p. 66.

62 1pid., pp. 66, 73. Unfortunately, Retallack does not discuss who these anti-
Semites were. He only mentions the view of contemporary Conservative, who
thought the radical anti-Semites were mainly supported by "the most
impoverished and least sedentary elements of the Mittelstand" (ibid., p. 79).
63 Levy suggested that the anti-Semitic parties in Saxon had something
positive to offer for the local middle classes: "Large numbers of them chose
the anti-Semites to carry their protest against serious economic troubles ...
They shared in the general illusion of the anti-Semitic parties' promise of
effectiveness and were misled by their uncompromising opposition to the
Caprivi government. Furthermore, the anti-Semites appeared young and
vital, willing to go further than the middle-class parties or the
Conservatives, which ... had been unresponsive to the needs of the
Mittelstand" (R. S. Levy, The Downfall of the Anti-Semitic Political Parties in
Imperial Germany (New Haven, London, 1975), pp. 95-97). The similarities
between the rise of the anti-Semitic parties in the 1890s as a means of protest
for the middle classes in Saxony, with the rise of the local Nazi movement in
the late 1920s, is striking.
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Semitism, nationalism and expansionism, and had a prominent
position in Saxony. The League was a central element of the
volkisch movement, beci. me an important recruitment field for the
Deutschvélkische Schutz- und Trutzbund (DVSTB) and the Nazi
Party, and "served as a chief provider of practically all the
elements that went into the ideological turbidity of the Nazis'
programme and Hitler's Weltanschauung (world view)."64
"Nowhere was the League stronger than in the Kingdom of Saxony"
and local branches in "Dresden and Leipzig were among thé largest
and most active in the country."®5 The League was also strong in
small communities in the kingdom, particularly in the Vogtland,
with Plauen as its centre.66

The DVSTB was the most prominent, active and effective of these
radical anti-Semitic organisations. Many of the early local Nazi
activists, including Fritz Tittmann and Martin Mutséhmann, who
were to become the most prominent Nazis in the region, were
members of the DVSTB in the early days of the Republic and soon

started to build up the Nazi Party in Saxony.67 It was appropriate

64 R. Chickering, We Men Who Feel Most German. A Cultural Study of the
Pan-German League, 1886-1914 (Boston, London, Sydney, 1984), p. 300.

65 Ibid., p. 144.

66 Chickering explains the strength of the League in Saxony: "The influx of
Czechs into Saxony, particularly the immigration of cheap Czech labour into
the industrial centres of Dresden and Leipzig, was sufficient to feed anxiety;
so was the fact that Saxony served as a transition station for Polish, Jewish,
and other migration out of Galicia and areas to the east” (Chickering, Pan-
German League, p. 144). Similarly, Chickering explains the extraordinary
activity of the local branch in Plauen with social and ethnic tensions caused
by immigration of Czech labour: "In these circumstances, the rhetoric of
ethnic struggle adapted easily to the campaign against the Socialists, and the
Pan-German League became a leading force in the consolidation of the non-
socialist forces" (ibid., p. 145). Again, the similarities to the strength of the
Saxon Nazi movement, which had its stronghold in Plauen, and the small
communities of the Vogtland, are striking.

67 See 'Ein Leben fir Deutschland’, FK, 9.3.1939. When the DVSTB dissolved
itself in early 1923 the leaders advised their members to join the NSDAP
(Bbhnke, Ruhrgebiet, p. 33).
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that Hermann Esser, one of the most notorious anti-Semites
amongst the Nazi leadership in Munich, was the first prominent
NSDAP speaker who attempted to -ally support for the movement
in Saxony. The anti-Semitic speeches met great enthusiasm by
many middle-class visitors. However, at the same time they drove
more moderate visitors away from the Nazis.68 At the end of 1922
the police reported from the fiercely anti-Semitic NSDAP in
Chemnitz: "Originally the branch had about 200 members.
Apparently half of the members, mainly teachers, have recently
left the party due to the extreme emphasis on anti-Semitism."69
Nevertheless, anti-Semitism continued to feature in Saxony and
remained one of the most distinctive aspects of the local Nazi
movement.”0

Vélkisch groups remained a permanent, and the most significant
recruitment pool for the Saxon Nazis until the late 1920s. Many of
their members joined the NSDAP due to its radical features or
because their own volkisch groups disintegrated over the years.
Furthermore, as the paramilitary organisations and most vélkisch
organisations were neither political parties nor affiliated to political

parties, some members were dissatisfied with the lack of a concrete

68 After two speakers of the USPD had expressed their disgust with Esser's
extremely anti-semitic speech in Zwickau in late 1921 the majority followed
their advise and left the meeting (BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, LPV, Nr. 175,
19.12.1921).

69 BA DH, Z/A VI 2029, EK, PP Dresden an Mdl, 9.12.1922, p. 2.

70 E.g. the Saxon police reported that seventy-five Nazis from Plauen clashed
with Jewish travellers on the way to Chemnitz at the end of 1922. The latter
felt forced to pull the emergency brake (ibid., p. 5). The Voélkischer Bote fiir
die Oberlausitz asked NSDAP supporters to sign lists for a referendum about
Jews: "All Jewish immigrants who arrived after 1 August 1914 have to be
expelled. Their property, as far it had been acquired unlawfully, is to be
confiscated ... The Jews who live with us have to be put under foreign
jurisdiction and have to be treated like foreign citizens. A special Jewish
code has to be drawn up and make into law" (STA D, SaStKa, Nr. 134, Bezirk
Zittau, 4.8.1924).
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political programme and the lack of radicalism behind their ideas,
or even the bourgeois outlook of these organisations.’l What
Noakes analysed for Lower Saxony was also true for Saxony: Some
right-wing activists "who were disenchanted with the bourgeois
composition and style of the vélkisch movement, welcomed the
NSDAP as a party with radical aims which projected an image of
dynamic activity and showed an understanding of how to appeal to

the masses."72

(ili) The NSDAP spreads into Saxony
The ideas of the Nazi movement and stories of the orator Hitler and

his Storm-troopers were brought to Saxony through a handful of
members of the Freikorps or army, students’3, salesmen and
others who had come in contact with the NSDAP in Munich at the
beginning of the 1920s. As in other regions in Germany?74, it was
the driving force of a few devoted activists which was responsible
for spreading Nazi ideology and founding local NSDAP branches in
Saxony at this early stage. Fritz Tittmann from Zwickau was the
most important Nazi activist in Saxony until 1924. After he had
learned about the Nazi movement from Karl Kolbow from Freiberg

in April 1921, he attended a Nazi rally with Hitler in Munich in

71 Also see Bohnke, Ruhrgebiet, p. 33.

72 Noakes, Lower Saxony, pp. 16-17.

73 The students Kolbow founded the NSDAP branch in Freiberg and Pietsch
in Mittweida. In early 1923 a majority of the students in Leipzig adopted a
resolution that they supported the vélkisch idea (LVZ, Nr. 36, 12.2.1923).
This was similar to other parts of Germany: E.g. students founded the first
NSDAP branch in Oldenburg and Goéttingen (Noakes, Lower Saxony, pp. 21-
22).

74 E.g. Bruno Wenzel and Gustav Seifert in Hanover, or Rudolf Haase in
Gottingen (ibid., pp. 14-17, 22-23).
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summer that year and became a member of the NSDAP.75 In the
course of the next several months Tittmann managed to find eleven
like-minded people and founded the first Nazi Par'y branch in
Saxony in Zwickau on 11 October 1921. It was only the fourth local
Nazi Party branch outside Bavaria.’é From Zwickau the Nazi
movement quickly spread to a few places in south-western Saxony.
'Tittmann was relentless in propagating the radical ideas of the
party.”’7 Due to his initiative most of the earliest party branches,
who were mainly located in the south-west of Saxony, were
founded (see Table 1). His extensive activities were rewarded by
the Munich leadership, which appointed Tittmann leader of the
NSDAP in west Saxony in mid-1922.78

(iv) The first NSDAP branches in Saxony: Zwickau, Chemnitz,
Markneukirchen, Plauen, Freiberg, Leipzig, Dresden

Zwickau was the centre of the Saxon Nazi movement until the Hitler
Putsch at the end of 1923, and remained one of the most important
Nazi branches in the region.’9 The significance of Zwickau for the
early Nazi movement in Saxony was due to Tittmann, who used

Zwickau as his headquarters. As in the rest of the economically

75 Stoschek, 'Entwicklung', pp. 224-225. His source, however, is not clear.

76 Compare with Bohnke Ruhrgebiet, pp. 40-41. The widespread claim of the
Saxon Nazis, that Zwickau was the first NSDAP party branch outside Bavaria
is not true (Fiinfzehn Jahre NSDAP in Zwickau (1922-37), p. 10).

77 Stoschek claims that Munich supported Tittmann's efforts by sending him
twenty-six men who were active in Zwickau, Plauen and Chemnitz from
October 1921 onwards. In spring 1923 too, apparently sixty Nazis from
Bavaria supported the Nazis in Saxony. His sources are not clear (Stoschek,
'Entwicklung', p. 225).

78 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, Bericht iber die nationalsozialistische Bewegung im
Freistaat Sachsen, p. 1.

79 Particularly active NSDAP branches played a crucial role in spreading the
Nazi movement throughout Germany. E.g. Zweibriicken in the Saar-Pfalz
region (Paul, Saarland, p. 37), or Hanover and Goéttingen in the Ruhrgebiet
(Noakes, Lower Saxony).
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depressed south-west of Saxony, some citizens, especially members
of the middle classes, were receptive to the Nazis' radical anti-
Semitism, anti-socialism, nationalism and hatred of the Versai'les
Treaty. This was quickly realized by the Nazi leadership in Munich.
Hermann Esser spoke in Zwickau in December 1921, and again in
May 1922. The far right placed great hopes on the development of
their organisations and parties in the area. A meeting of volkisch
groups of north- and middle Germany took place in Zwickau on 23
April 1922. The meeting was also attended by Hitler.80 Of all Saxon
NSDAP branches, Zwickau had the greatest party membership, the
most active party members before the end of 1923, and the best
attendance at early NSDAP meetings in Munich or other vélkisch
meetings (see Table 1). Two Nazis from Zwickau attended the
leadership meeting in Munich in January 1922, some visited the
Deutscher Tag in Coburg in October 1922, and the SA from Zwickau
and Markneukirchen received the first consecrated flag in Saxony
from Hitler in 1923.81

The founders of the Nazi Party branch in Chemnitz came from
extremely anti-Semitic groups who used to meet in the restaurant
'Deutscher Krug' before the First World War. These local right-wing
radicals organised themselves in various volkisch groups like the
Reichshammerbund, the DVSTB and Deutschvoélkische Turnverein
Jahn after the war and formed the nucleus for the local Nazi Party
which was founded in early 1922.82

When the Social Democrats called the small town of

Markneukirchen a "centre of the Orgesch" in 1921 - a notorious

80 The local Nazis claimed that on this occasion Hitler spoke for the first time
outside Bavaria (NSDAP Zwickau, p. 11).

81 1bid.

82 Fiinfzehn Jahre NSDAP in Chemnitz (1922-1937), p. 18.
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Freikorps group - they were describing both the activities of
young Bavarian former Freikorps members, and an extremely
conservative and right-wing population.83 A handful of these
volkisch sympathizers founded the local NSDAP branch, the third in
Saxony, in March 1922. The few local Nazi supporters - probably
less than ten in 1922 - were extremely active. They visited the
Deutscher Tag in Coburg in October 1922, organised the first public
meeting in December 1922, and went to the first national NSDAP
meeting in Munich in January 1923.84 The SA from
Markneukirchen took part at all Nazi activities in the
Erzgebirge/Vogtland, and by spring 1923 the police estimated the
local NSDAP membership as ninety.85 The citizens of
Markneukirchen were extremely anxious about social upheavals.
The town in the AH Oelsnitz was one of the few places were the
SPD did not heavily benefit from the defeat of the old regime
shortly after the First World War and stayed far below the 50 per
cent in the 1919 Reichstag elections (44.8 per cent).86 The
Volkisch-Soziale Block (VSB) - a coalition of the vélkisch
movement led by the NSDAP - already became the strongest party
with 40 per cent of the votes in the May 1924 Reichstag
elections.87 The Nazi Party remained the strongest party in
Markneukirchen in every election until 1933, and Hitler was given
the freedom of the city in spring 1932.88 The early support for the

Nazi movement in Markneukirchen can partly be explained by its

83 Fiinfzehn Jahre NSDAP in Markneukirchen (1922-1937), pp. 12-14.
84 1bid., pp. 15-16.

85 BA DH Z/C 17411, EK, 'NS Sachsen'.

86 ZS4StLA, (1920/21).

87 NSDAP Markneukirchen, p. 20.

88 The town council also decided to put Hitler's picture in its chamber, and to
flag the town hall at Hitler's birthday in 1932 (Vorwidrts, Nr. 190, 23.4.1932).
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industrial background. Markneukirchen was a typical small town in
the Vogtland, dominated by small scale and cottage industry (in its
case the production of musical instruments). The local citizens were
prosperous until the impact of the First World War damaged its
industries and started a continuous decline. Many members of the
middle class were anxious to maintain their wealth, were
concerned with political instability, and foreign competition at the
end of 1918. The Nazis' anti-Marxist and anti-Semitic aims and
their preparedness to take on the radical working class, néturally
appealed to them.

The fourth Nazi Party branch in Saxony was founded in Plauen on
21 May 1922 and was one of the most active ones. From 1924
onwards, Plauen increasingly took over Zwickau's leading role in
the Nazi movement in the region. From the re-organisation of the
party in early 1925 onwards, it became the undispu.ted centre of
the NSDAP in Saxony until March 1933. The main reason for this
was the emergence of Martin Mutschmann, a textile industrialist
from Plauen, as the leading Nazi in Saxony during the Verbotszeit89
in 1924. Plauen and the surrounding Vogtland was the perfect
breeding place for the Nazi movement and became their stronghold
in Saxony and one of their major bastions in the Reich. The
dramatic decline of the textile industry led to economic hardships
and unemployment, and a strong polarization of local society. The
police remarked about the region: "It's a popular saying that there
are only Communists and Deutschnationale (German Nationalists)
in the Vogtland."90

89 Period when the NSDAP was baned in Germany after the Hitler Putsch.
90 STA D, Mdl, Nr. 11113, Blatt 30 (Stoschek, "Entwicklung', p. 241).
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The Nazi branch in Freiberg, a mining town with a small university
at the edge of the Erzgebirge, was founded in November 1922 by
the student Karl Kolbow.9! The few local activists were war
veterans, members of the Reichswehr, and students. Except for a
small circle, the Nazi Party seemed to have disintegrated during the
Verbotszeit, and by 1927 there were still fewer than twenty Nazi
activists in the town.

The early development of the Nazi movement in Leipzig and
Dresden is difficult to assess due to the scarcity of sources, and the
complicated situation of an extremely divided vélkisch movement.
Although the first NSDAP branch in Leipzig was already founded in
November 1922, and local party members were noted for their
activities in the first several months92, the further development of
the Nazi Party in the town was extremely slow. This was due to the
strong competition from the Deutschvélkische Freiheitspartei
(DVFP) in Leipzig, which was the strongest vélkisch party in the
KH Leipzig. The DVFP was more successful in absorbing local anti-
Semites and radical right-wing supporters, and was also able to win
over local Nazis.?3 Additionally, the Nazi movement in Leipzig was
hampered by internal disputes and extreme factionalism.94 Only
the emergence of the ruthless Walter Dénicke who established
himself as the leader of the local branch from mid-1926 onwards,
made possible a slow expansion and the creation of an efficient and

unified party machine. Moreover, the Nazis themselves blamed

91 Fiinfzehn Jahre NSDAP Freiberg (1939).

92 Eg. see BADH, Z/C 17411, EK.

93 More than a third of NSDAP members joined the GroRdeutsche Arbeitsge-
meinschaft in January 1923, which later joined the DVFP (BA DH, Z/C 17411,
EK, PP Leipzig, 24.2.1923). The DVFP in Leipzig seemed to enjoy great influ-
ence. Reinhold Wulle, party leader and member of the Reichstag, spoke at its
first meeting on 15.1.1923 (ibid.).

94 See 'Das Werden und Wachsen der NSDAP in Leipzig', LNN, 4./5.6.1933.
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unfavourable socio-economic conditions for why they found "the
struggle to infiltrate national socialist ideas particularly difficult" in
Leipzig.95

Even smaller than in Leipzig was the early Nazi movement in
Dresden, which came into being in early 1923.%6 The local Nazis
remained active even after their party was officially banned.97
When the former captain Hellmuth von Miicke and Professor Kuhn,
two prominent figures from Dresden, joined the VSB in 1924, the
movement showed increased activities in the state capital and
generally in eastern Saxony.%8 The primary reasons for the overall
weakness of the local NSDAP were the extreme divisions of the
volkisch movement in the state capital, and the inability of the
NSDAP to establish dominance over other vélkisch parties until
1928.99

(v) The Nazis' first public meetings in Saxony
Apart from the early activities in Zwickau, the Saxon Nazis

appeared for the first time in a co-ordinated series of meetings

95 The Nazis argued their case by reflecting that Leipzig was a stronghold of
the SPD. They underlined this by showing that more than twice as many
pupils in Leipzig chose to attend lessons in Lebenskunde (literally 'life
knowledge') rather than lessons in religion compared to Dresden and
Chemnitz (29.3 per cent compared to 14.3 and 12.7 per cent). Moreover,
because many of the citizens in Leipzig were in "professions which acquire
intelligence above the average" (e.g. the booktrade or graphic design), they
"lack the instinct” to believe in the Nazi movement ('Kampf um Leipzig', VB,
12.9.1932).

96 See Die Geschichte der Sichsischen SA von den ersten Anfingen bis zur
heutigen Gruppe Sa (1934), p. 27.

97 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, Halbwochenbericht, 10.4.1923.

98 Also see Stoschek, 'Entwicklung', p. 255.

99 The DtsP and the DVFP were much stronger than the NSDAP in Dresden
for a long time. The NSDAP only managed to become the by far strongest
party on the radical right in Dresden in the 1928 Reichstag elections (LNN,
Nr. 142, 21.5.1928).
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organised by all their local party branches at the end of 1922.
Tittmann was the speaker and tried to appeal to those dissatisfied
with the situation after the First World War. He blamed three
groups for the misery of the German people: The Social Democrats
were blamed for most of the misfortune as they were held
responsible for the lost war. Capitalists and profiteers made profit
'from the German peoples, and finally Tittmann condemned the
Jews as driving force behind world capitalism and accused them of
uniting in a conspiracy to exploit the Germans. Striking in
Tittmann's speeches was the total rejection of the Republican
system, his intense hatred of the Social Democrats and Jews, and
finally the extreme radicalism with which he propagated his ideas.
Most of the visitors came from right-wing circles and were mainly
young. In the first public meeting in Chemnitz in November 1922,
Tittmann spoke about the betrayal of the SPD after November
1918, "which brought freedom only for racketeers and slave-
drivers of the Volk, for profiteers and stock exchange speculators
... and bank jews."100 The 350 young visitors were to a large extent
supporters of other volkisch groups which the Nazis had targeted
in their propaganda before the meeting. The audience of 400 in a
similar meeting in Plauen a day later, were "mainly supporters of
the DNVP, also industrialists and former officers" and "only a few
workers."101 The police in Leipzig noted that the crowd of 250 in
the town's first public NSDAP meeting at the end of December were
"people who have been seen in rightist meetings in the past" and

included two high ranking policemen.102 The local SPD newspaper

100 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, Chemnitz, 29.11.1922.
101 1pid., Halbwochenbericht, 5.12.1923.
102 1bid., Leipzig, 23.12.1922.
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was more detailed and reported that "a very mixed audience was
present. Salaried employees, civil servants, also some workers,
master craftsmen, and women turned up. Most of the visitors were
young, probably mainly members of the DHV."103 There was
generally loud applause when Tittmann mentioned the murder of
Rathenau, and when he advised anyone to slap German girls
publicly in the face when they were seen together with Jews.104
The Nazis made notorious threats to anyone trying to hinder their
mission. Tittmann declared that "they would react with ruthless
violence" if legal propaganda work by the NSDAP was hindered. He
went on to say that opponents of the Nazis "will hang on a lamp
post higher than racketeers and profiteers."105 All these statements
received great applause.

In the discussion during a Nazi meeting in Chemnitz a participant
said: "If the government and the political parties do not protect the
Volk, it has to help itself."106 Another Nazi told the police: "We
fight for justice and order to protect the citizens regardless the
government. It does not matter if it is a Monarchy or a
Republic."107 The Nazis portrayed themselves as looking after the
betrayed and exploited masses, and fighting for justice. In the
pursuit of these 'ideals' they were extremely radical and ruthless in
their means.108 More than anything else it was this radicalism that

made the Nazis distinct from other vélkisch groups and attracted

103 See "Eine Faschisten-Versammlung in Leipzig', LVZ, 27.12.1922.

104 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EX, Leipzig, 23.12.1922.

105 1pid.

106 'Die Nationalsozialisten', Erzgebirgische Volksfreund, Nr. 281, 3.12.1922.
107 BA DH, ZA VI 2029, EK, Polizei-Verhor, 23.12.1922.

108 Esser said in his speech in Zwickau in late 1921: "Until there are no
gallows in the streets at which racketeers and profiteers were hanged, one
should not expect any improvements (ibid., Z/C 17411, EK, LPV, Nr. 175,
19.12.1921).
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those who were seeking extreme solutions to the problems they
faced.109 Their vision was a movement in which all groups in
society vwvould be unified by their desire for justice and pride for

the German nation.110

109 The Nazis in Dresden demanded in a leaflet: The "repeal of the
disgraceful dictation of Versailles (Schanddiktat), the deportation of all
foreigners who immigrated after 2 August 1914 (the district Wiesen and
Briihl would look different then, and no more German workers would be
living in the Ostjuden huts in the Hausenstrafe). Banning of unearned
income, breaking of the Zinsknechtschaft, ruthless fight against mean
criminals (Volksverbrecher), profiteers, racketeers, etc. (death penalty!)
without consideration of confession and race, fight with the law against the
political lie and its circulation in the press” (ibid., Halbwochenbericht,
10.4.1923).

110 Esser said in his speech in Zwickau: "The NSDAP does not want theory,
nor a party programme, nor a party dogma, but the unification of all
working classes ... to one big National Socialist Party (ibid., LPV, Nr. 175,
19.12.1921).
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3. The NSDAP during the first period of illegality
(December 1922-November 1923)

(i) Munich/Bavaria

Between July 1921 and the end of 1923 the NSDAP became
increasingly militant and pursued the strategy of overthrowing the
Republic with an armed rebellion. When Walter- Rathenau, the
Jewish German Foreign Minister, was assassinated by right-wing
fanatics in June 1922, the NSDAP was prohibited in almost every
state in Germany by the end of the year. This was not the case in
Bavaria where a reactionary government sympathised with the
radical right and made it possible for Hitler and the NSDAP to rise
in prominence. The putschist activities of right-wing forces in
Bavaria culminated in 1923 due to internal developments within
| the Reich: There was the French occupation of the Ruhr, violent
agitation of the KPD in central and northern Germany, the Black
Reichswehr revolt, separatist activity in the Rhineland, the
increasing rift between Berlin and the rightist Bavarian
government, and hyper-inflation.111 These developments and the
putsch plans against the government in Berlin largely preoccupied
the Nazi leadership in Munich throughout 1923. Munich did not
pay great attention to the development of the Nazi movement

outside Bavaria during that time,112

111 Stachura, ‘Strategy', p. 266.
112 E.g. see Noakes, Lower Saxony, p. 33.



(ii) The banned NSDAP in Saxony

The police in Dresden reported in December 1922 that "the main
reason for the uneasy pciitical atmosphere in Saxony is the
National Socialist Workers' movement in Bavaria and its spread to
western Saxony."113 The increasing Nazi activities and the extreme
radicalism they propagated led the SPD government in Dresden to
ban all NSDAP meetings and parades in Saxony on 23.12.1922.114
Henceforth, the Saxon police closely watched all Nazi activities and
dissolved a number of illegal meetings.115 How did the Saxon Nazis
react to the ban? First of all, the ban was not enforced vigorously
by all the police, particularly in the south-west of Saxony. The head
of the police in Dresden complained that his colleagues in Zwickau
and Plauen had failed to dissolve various Nazi meetings.116 The
Nazis later on claimed that they cleverly avoided the dissolving of
their meetings during this phase by calling them 'meetings for
invited guests only'.!117 However, often only a lenient or even
sympathetic policell8 or the police officers' problems of
interpreting the meeting ban, made this possible. When the Nazis in

Zwickau met under the new name 'Lesergemeinschaft Deutscher

113 BA DH, Z/A VI 2029, EK, PP Dresden an Mdl, 9.12.1922.

114 1t js noteworthy that the NSDAP had already been banned in Prussia
since 15.11.1922 (Bbhnke, Ruhrgebiet, p. 24).

115 The police dissolved a secret Nazi meeting in Freiberg in January 1923
and various illegal NSDAP meetings in Leipzig (STA D, AH Glauchau, Nr. 24, p.
12; BADH, Z/C 17411, EX).

116 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, PP Dresden an Bezirksstellen, 16.1.1923.

117 pas nationalsozialistische Sachsen (Dresden, 1934), p. 64.

118 The Nazis in Markneukirchen reflected: "The police showed a lot of
sympathy for the vélkisch movement. They arranged house-searches in a
way, that it was possible to get documents and membership cards into a safe
place beforehand" (NSDAP Markneukirchen, p. 17). A Nazi from Zwickau
stated: "There were more house-searches than one would have liked. To the
honour of the officials it must be said though, that they found nothing. Even
at that time there were already police officers who loved their Germany
more than the Republic of Weimar" (Stoschek, 'Entwicklung’, p. 235). Also
see Bohnke Ruhrgebiet, pp. 55-57.
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Zeitungen' in March 1923, the police realised very well that this
was in breach of the meeting ban, "but it was so skilfully organised,
that a concrete legal basis for police iatervention did not exist."119
Additionally, even tough police surveillance, as in Leipzig, could
never completely monitor the flexible and secretive Nazi
activities.120 Even house searches and arrests were not able to
curtail much of the Nazi activities. In some cases they made Nazis
even more determined to carry on. Although Hans Forster, the
leader of the NSDAP in Leipzig, was questioned several times by
the police because he had organised illegal meetings, Forster simply
continued his activities. The fact that the police dissolved a meeting
of fifty Nazis in Leipzig in early March 1923 and registered all
names did not hinder the former from meeting again illegally only
eight days later.121

The Nazis' stubborn continuation of their pursuits shows their
complete lack of identification with and integration in the Republic.
Their defiance of its laws and regulations tied them together, and it
was regarded as treason and a sign of weakness to give in to police
pressure and obey the law. If police surveillance made further
official meetings impossible, the Nazis met for a beer at the
Stammtisch (regulars' table in a pub). Anyone who rejected the

party due to the government ban was regarded as coward.122

119 ga DH, Z/C 17411, EK, 'NS Sachsen', p. 4. When the police in Zwickau also
tried to ban NSDAP membership meetings, Tittmann successfully protested to
the KH which ruled: "Because the organisation as such is not banned,
informal membership meetings ... cannot be regarded as falling under the
ban" (Stoschek, 'Entwicklung', p. 232).

120 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, 'NS Sachsen’, p. 16.

121 gee 'Das Werden und Wachsen der NSDAP in Leipzig', LNN, Nr. 155/156,
4/5.6.1933.

122 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EK, 'NS Sachsen’, p. 6.
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As a consequence of the continuous Nazi activities despite the
meeting ban, the newly elected left-wing SPD Prime Minister, Erich
Zeigner, banned the party itself in Saxony on 24.3.1923.123 Even
this complete ban did not decisively curtail Nazi activities. Nazis in
Chemnitz continued openly to distribute leaflets in the town and
district throughout the summer!24; Nazis in Leipzig continued to
" hold meetings despite the risk of being imprisoned!25; Nazis in
Dresden carried out a smear campaign against the Jews with
leaflets in various districts of the town!26; the police in Zwickau
concluded after several house searches: "The movement of the
NSDAP has not come to a halt despite its ban and dissolution"127,
and Nazis in Zittau distributed leaflets in early October that year.128
The distribution of leaflets and the putting up of posters was the
most important propaganda activity during the ban.!22 The Saxon
Nazis even continued to establish new party branches outside their
urban strongholds.130 When the police successfully raided the Nazi
propaganda centre in Chemnitz and confiscated "valuable material"
in October 1923, the Nazis seemed to recover quickly from such a

set-back.131

123 1bid., EK. The complete ban of the NSDAP was a result of the
strengthening of the left-wing within the SPD government who favoured
tougher action against the radical right.

124 STA D, AH Glauchau, Nr. 24,

125 Eighteen Nazis had to appear in court in Leipzig in May 1924 for offence
against the NSDAP ban from March that year (STA D, SiStKa, Nr. 134, Bezirk
Leipzig, 23.5.1924).

126 [bid., Nr. 128, Dresden, 7.10.1923.

127 BA DH, Z/C 17411, EX, Polizei-Report, 13.4.1923.

128 STA D, S4StKa, Nr. 128, Zittau 9.10.1923.

129 Similar to Lower Saxony, in Saxony too "the pamphlets were aimed at the
middle class, but above all at the workers. They were violently anti-Semitic"
(Noakes, Lower Saxony, p. 18).

130 The Zwickau Nazis' founded a party branch in Reinsdorf in April 1923,
and their colleagues form Plauen founded a branch in Elsterberg in August
1923 (Stoschek, 'Entwicklung’, pp. 235, 244).

131 STA D, SiStKa, Nr. 128, Chemnitz, 17.10.1923.
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